
Primordial meaning of sacrifice: The African way  

 

 

The law of compensation or KARMA in Sanskrit is the law that dictates that we reap in 

proportion to what we sow. This law chooses what we reap and when we shall reap it 

while we only choose what we sow and how we sow it. Some people will do a specific 

good action because they are expecting a specific grace from GOD. When this action is 

meant to get a positive response in this lifetime, it is called sacrifice. 

 

Sacrifice is the human’s way to direct the cosmic in the unfolding of the KARMA. 

 Like giving money to a poor so that God may facilitate a job search. In this case you get 

the job as a compensation for your alms. 

 

Let us imagine way back when men started realizing that there were elements out there 
that they could not control. Let us think of these homeless people lost in the African 
jungle facing the danger of hunger, starvation and nature’s wrath. Let us fathom their 
dread of the attacks from wild animals and other tribes. 
These people had to move fast and could not afford the extinction of their kinds 
because of a couple of them who could not keep up with the pace. 
  

Two obvious solutions were to be implemented if they must save their kind. 
The first solution is that the strongest among them stay and fight and die so that the 
others may survive. This solution involves physical fight against enemies, hard work to 
facilitate traversing a river, building an appropriate shelter or walking in a different 
direction to stray the enemies away from the group. 
  

The second solutions consisted of getting rid of the weak by killing them, leaving them 
behind or eating them (when there is nothing else to feed from). At times when they are 
surrounded by wild animals one or more were to be offered so that the others get away 
while the animals are feeding from the volunteers or designate ones. 
 This seemed to be the primitive aspect of what is called today “sacrifice”. 
  

At a second stage when men settled and could live in communities, they started to be 
aware of cycles in many aspect of the manifested world:  Day and night, draught and 
flood, life and death, abundance and need etc. Furthermore, they started realizing that 
the world as they perceived it was merely the outer side of a hidden one. So they 
started exploring it.  
Men could now domesticate animals, and offer them to the wild ones instead of a 
human being. They could breed the animals for future hard times etc. 
  

One of the biggest discoveries yet unexplored in its spiritual aspect was this: to get 
anything you must give something. This was the beginning of our modern trade and its 
big theories. If considered with an inner view, every purchase is a sacrifice for the buyer 
and the seller. The more you want it the more you give for it. 
In the African Ancestral tradition sacrifice is the same trade between men and the gods. 



 Ab-Ram (later to be Ab-Raham or Ib-Rahim) took the notion of sacrifice to the highest 
level. He decided to sacrifice his beloved son for the sake of GOD as he conceived HIM 
or HER. 
As we explained above the slaughtering of a child for the sake of a god’s benevolence 
did not start by Abraham; the African ancestors practiced this millions years before him. 
Sacrificing what they cherished the most was the sign of great leaders. This is called 
leadership by example. It also freed them some how and brings forth detachment, thus 
their judgment were not clouded by selfishness. The others could easily accept decisions 
made by such leaders for the above reasons. 
 
From an Islamic point of view the referential sacrifice is a sheep in remembrance of the 
only sacrifice that GOD in his kindness accepted from Abraham.  
A sheep is not within the reach of everybody for different reasons: cost, availability, 
local laws etc. So any sacrifice is potentially a sheep (it works like the currencies with 
regard to Gold). The sharia extended the sacrifice to any pure item. 
Let us bear in mind that Islam came when Arabs were still practicing human sacrifice. 
  

To put it in connection with the old days, sacrificing any animal is a way to give to GOD 
in the hope of receiving what we need and believe S/HE can provide. Interestingly, while 
we are focused on the killing of the animal, we forget that some poor people some of 
whom were desperate for food will eventually eat this animal. In this respect we have 
truly given to GOD if we understand that GOD is not separated from the creation. An in 
virtue of the law of compensation we get a return; except that in this case we have 
prompted the cosmic (by visualizing/creating the outcome). 
 

While sacrifice as practiced by our ancestors had some merits and was necessary for 

human survival, it is with regret that we witness massive men and animal slaughter on the 

altar of a few people’s ambitions. 

Today, there is only one sacrifice: the sacrifice of the EGO and the EGO’s desires. When 
this is achieved they will be no need to sacrifice anything for. Service to others, 
righteousness and contentment is enough to benefit from GOD’s grace.  
 
 
 


