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The Rapture Meets Reality 

The failure to teach people, worldwide, to understand the joy, the depth, the 

metaphorical and symbolic meaning, the creative fun of oral stories, of folklore, 

creates the current religious madness and hysteria and rush toward nuclear war: in 

the name of God (Jesus) Allah (Mohammed) or Yahweh (Moses). It may be as 

simple as that; especially, when inflamed, exacerbated, by racism, imperialism, and 

materialism. The impact, the power of story, of art, on especially the untrained, 

untutored, undeveloped mind is often astounding.  Elements of the Christian 

fundamentalists right, those viewing this Corona virus moment as some sign of 

“The Rapture” are one of the strongest components of “support of Israel” – support 

in an odd sense, because they presumably want to see it destroyed in a cosmic 

battle of Armageddon, after which all the proper souls will ascend to heaven. And, 

Israel has the weapons to make this happen.    

 

Why, I ask myself, do the so-called “Chosen” people need nuclear weapons?  Can 

the world afford to pretend that Israel is not a nuclear power because to do 

otherwise would raise difficult issues?  Can any international agreement to limit 

the spread of nuclear weapons be enforced if Israel’s bombs are not fully 

accounted for?  Can the Arab nations truly be expected to ignore Israel’s  

possession of atomic weapons simply because the weapons are not publicized? 

Should Israel, because of its widespread and emotional support in America, be held 

to a different moral standard than Pakistan or North Korea or South Africa? What 

is the role of the United Nations in the face of this defiance of International Law? 
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As the “evangelicals” advance their “End of Days” and “Rapture” rhetoric, we 

must keep in mind that, the Bible is not a historical text, and has only vague 

resemblances to what took place, as far as historians and archeologists can 

reconstruct. However, what follows from Chattel Slavery and Colonization is the 

declaration and political power to ontologize, assert, and promulgate a Chosen 

People.  Michael Lackey in African American Atheists and Political Liberation 

states: 

Of course, the Canaanites, like African Americans, could have 

claimed that they were the Chosen People as well, but given their lack 

of political power, it would not have mattered, since the ancient  

  Hebrews, who, like the white westerners had the political power 

  to ontologize the Canaanites as “no-count rascals,” just as white 

  westerners had the political power to ontologize blacks as “lower 

  breeds (148). 

 

So, the Hebrews of Leviticus and Deuteronomy were the ones with the political 

power to enact the Chosen People mentality at the socio-cultural level (Lackey 

148). 

 

A “virgin” birth, if you will, as Dr. Ford notes in The Hero With An African Face,  

“is a birth not from another but from oneself, from one mode of self-awareness to 

another” that is, from our childhood dependence to adult independence and 

responsibility (37). And, Joseph Campbell, in his seminal study of world 

mythology The Hero With A Thousand Faces, says concerning the Biblical story of 

the virgin birth: 
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The story is recounted everywhere; and with such striking 

uniformity of the main contours, that the early Christian missionaries 

were forced to think that the devil himself must be throwing up 

mockeries of their teaching wherever they set their hand. (309) 

Images and stories of virgin birth, coming of age and rebirth are universal in 

traditional tales as well as myth.  Creation myths and stories are also universal.  Of 

course, to consider such myths as science or history is absurd.  Even our beloved 

Dr. Martin Luther King’s views on the divinity of Jesus include: 

 To say that the Christ, whose example of living we are bid to follow, 

is divine in an ontological sense is actually harmful and detrimental.  

To invest Christ with such supernatural qualities makes the rejoinder: 

“Oh, well, he had a better chance for that kind of life than we can 

possibly have…” So, the orthodox view of the divinity of Christ is in 

my mind quite readily denied (Carson Papers of Martin Luther King 

Vol 1 150).   

King also understood the “Second Coming” metaphorically, as “every time we 

open our hearts…every time we turn our backs to the low road and accept the high 

road…The final doctrine of the second coming is that whenever we turn our lives 

to the highest and best there for us is the Christ” (Papers 270).  Nor did King 

believe a whale swallowed Jonah, that Jesus was born of a virgin or that he ever 

met John the Baptist (Papers, Vol. 6 78). 

 Coming of age, a second coming, involves expectations that question, for 

example, men dressing as boys their entire lives.  Why don’t Americans generally 

and American males, in particular, want to grow up?   Why do they cling to and 

believe in infantile stories, even as adults?  In the words of Joseph Campbell: 

We remain fixated to the unexorcised images of our infancy, and 

hence disinclined to the necessary passages of our adulthood.  In the 
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United States there is even a pathos of inverted emphasis: the goal is 

not to grow old, but to remain young; not to mature away from 

Mother, but to cleave to her. (11) 

During this, seemingly, global conflict between Christianity, Islam and Judaism it 

behooves us to look more carefully and critically at our myths, especially our 

religious myths.  Dr. Sam Harris notes: “It seems that if our species ever eradicates 

itself through war, it will not be because it was written in the stars but because it 

was written in our books; it is what we do with words like ‘God’ and ‘paradise’ 

and ‘sin’ in the present that will determine our future” (The End of Faith 12).  So, 

it is worthwhile to consider these further observations of Dr. Ford, who finds that:  

Much of Christianity dogmatically insists on a literal interpretation of 

its mythology.  We are to believe, for example, that the miraculous 

creation of the world, the virgin birth of its spiritual hero, and his 

ultimate death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven actually took 

place.  Now these same themes appear in African mythology, but the 

emphasis is on their metaphorical rather than their literal 

interpretation. (14) 

And, much the same can be said for Islam and Judaism. Fundamentalists of these 

world religions often insist on a literal interpretation of their myths and that their 

holy books are the inerrant, infallible word of a Male Deity.  One problem, of 

course, is that there are several such books. In each, a Male Deity who speaks only 

Arabic or Hebrew, certainly not Apache, Cherokee, Zulu or Mandinka or even 

English, decides matters as vastly diverse as nuclear war, and the end of life as we 

know it, to what time dinner should be served.  Some Christians even believe the 

Bible was actually written by a Creator of the universe.  

 


